Development of humanitarian cooperation of municipalities in Krasnodar Region and cooperation between Krasnodar Region twin towns in 2008

In 2008, as in the previous year, local authorities in Krasnodar Region actively developed cooperation with their twin towns and other municipalities in foreign states: new agreements were reached on twinning (Anapa-Riccione, Krasnodar-Harbin, Gelendzhik-Kallifeya), a memorandum of intention (Krasnodar-Paju), a contract of friendship (Slavyanskii District and Sakskaya Regional State Administration of the Autonomous Republic of Crimea).

Gelendzhik, as part of the anniversary of friendship with twin towns Angouleme (France) and Hildesheim (Germany) carried out a range of events aimed at strengthening cooperation with twin towns.  In April-May an educational trip took place to Hildesheim by a youth group (students from the Technical University and the Kuban University College).  Students learned about the hotel and restaurant business in Germany, Belgium (Ghent) and France (Paris).  Almost all Gelendzhik artistic groups visited Hildesheim and as part of a professional exchange so did builders, firemen, doctors, athletes, students, city management workers, and also residents of the resort town of Gelendzhik as part of a family exchange.

In June Gelendzhik welcomed an official delegation from Hildesheim led by Mayor Kurt Machens.  A meeting took place of heads of the twin towns VA Khrestin and Mr Machens, at which plans for further joint projects of 2009 were stated.  The parties agreed on further strengthening of contacts between the twin towns in the fields of culture, sport and tourism and the Family Exchange programme, and a decision was made to organise a visit to Hildesheim by a group of Gelendzhik mountaineers.  Representatives of Hildesheim expressed a desire to establish relations between their canoeing club and the Gelendzhik sailing school.

In October-November 2008 paediatricians from the children’s hospital and the maternity home in Gelendzhik underwent placement in health care establishments in Angouleme to learn about the French health care system.

Krasnodar regularly carries out bilateral and multilateral events as part of development of cooperation with twin city Karlsruhe (Germany).

As part of an official visit to Karlsruhe deputy head of Krasnodar municipality VV Libanev carried out negotiations with Mayor of Karlsruhe, workers from the department of economic development of the administration of Karlsruhe, the Hinte Messe GmbH company, the Chamber of Commerce and Industry of Karlsruhe, and representatives of business circles.

As part of the Sochi 2009 international investment forum a presentation of the technological region of Karlsruhe was made on the Krasnodar stand.

As part of the second joint project of the Eberhard Tscheka-Fund, the programme to raise qualifications of craftsmen joiners of Krasnodar, the Administrations of Krasnodar and Karlsruhe will organise specialist courses and instruction on correct use of machine tools and equipment for working with wood, German language courses and other events to prepare participants for placements in Karlsruhe.

Also as part of the cooperation:

Krasnodar Municipal Medical Institute of Higher Nursing Education and the city clinic of Karlsruhe have started development of a joint project to raise qualification levels, retraining and training of junior and middle level medical personnel.

A second joint project of the European School of Karlsruhe and students who have won a German language competition from Krasnodar has been organised.

Contacts have been established on the initiative of the German side between the European School (Karlsruhe) and Gymnasium 23 (Krasnodar) to set up ‘digital communication’ between school students in Karlsruhe and Krasnodar via the Internet.  The administration of Gymnasium 23 has set up an initiative group to organise the on-line digital exchange with students and teachers from the European School.

Assistance has been provided to Krasnodar School 47 in developing bilateral partnership communications with the Kant Gymnasium in Karlsruhe.

Assistance has been provided to teachers in the Institute of Economics, Law and Humanities in preparing a visit to Karlsruhe.

A joint seminar training session for transport workers on the tram system has been carried out.  Based on the training seminar agreement was reached on preparation by German colleagues of a plan to develop a network of public transport in Krasnodar.

Placements for students of the Romano-Germanic Languages Faculty at the Kuban State University have been organised in the administration of Karlsruhe.

Assistance is being provided in further development of partnership between the Technological University of Karlsruhe and the Kuban State Technological University.

Work has begun on organising a programme for a delegation of residents of the twin towns of Karlsruhe and Krasnodar as part of the celebrations of City Days (event tourism programme).

Assistance has been provided in establishing contact between Krasnodar regional exhibition hall of art and the Kunsthalle Karlsruhe state picture gallery with the aim of carrying out joint exhibitions.

As part of the celebration of culture and sport in Karlsruhe participation by Krasnodar athletes in the rowing regatta for City Businesses Cup was organised.  According to results of the competition the team won the cup, having taken an honoured first place.

From 23 to 26 October a delegation of representatives of the Administration and managers of major businesses in Krasnodar led by the Mayor, VL Evlanov, made an official visit to Karlsruhe.  The aim of the trip was strengthening of relations, development of external economic links with the German twin town, and participation for the second time in the Offerta international exhibition of consumer goods.  According to results of the exhibition the Krasnodar stand was awarded second place for successful presentation by a municipality and professional team work.

As part of the development of partnership relations of Krasnodar with the town of Harbin (Chine) in July-August 2008 the Days of Krasnodar in Harbin was held.  During this event the most important event of the entire visit, bearing witness to the presence of the parties of common interests in various fields, was the signing of an agreement on establishing twin town links between Krasnodar and Harbin.  Parallel with this was successfully held a presentation of Krasnodar, its economic, industrial and cultural potential.  A special flavour was given to the whole trip by a photo exhibition by Yana Buzko, Krasnodar and Harbin through the eyes of their residents, which was opened on the first day of the arrival of the Krasnodar delegation.

By invitation of the Mayor of Burgas Dimitar Nikolov a delegation from the Administration of Krasnodar visited Bulgaria and took part in events dedicated to celebrating the Burgas City Day (December).  During the visit official negotiations were held with the heads of the town of Burgas, and a path was identified for further cooperation and intensification of contacts between the towns.

With the aim of developing foreign and inter-municipal links the Administration of Krasnodar takes part in numerous international events, for example: participation in the Bavaria openness in partnership programme on questions of waste management; participation in the Innovative technologies in the field of rehabilitation and social adaptation of children with disabilities international scientific practical seminar; participation in preparation of the We will build the future together international training seminar for young leaders; events dedicated to the christening of an Austrian Airlines airplane, giving it the name Krasnodar; participation in the V World Choir Games in Graz (Austria); participation in the XIV Riseil 2008 international exhibition of second hand machine tools, plant and equipment (Karlsruhe).

On the initiative of the Krasnodar regional social organisation the Polish national-cultural centre Edinstvo is examining the question of holding a Days of Polish Culture event with the aim of developing cultural contacts between the towns of Krasnodar and Cracow.

In addition Krasnodar is developing multilateral cooperation not only with twin towns.  In November the capital was visited by a delegation from the town of Paju (South Korea)  led by its Mayor, Ryoo Hwa-Sun.  The aim of the visit was to learn about the social and economic potential of the town of Krasnodar, and also to conclude a Memorandum of Intention on further development of relations with Krasnodar in many varied fields.  The Mayor of Paju invited the head Krasnodar to make a return visit with a delegation the next year.

A delegation from the Representation of the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF) in the Russian Federation under the leadership of the Plenipotentiary representative of the UN Children’s Fund in Russia, Bertrand Bainvel, visited Krasnodar.  During a reception in the city Administration a Memorandum was signed on cooperation within the framework of realising the UNICEF Child Friendly Towns global initiative.

Anapa: during a business visit by a delegation from the municipality in June 2008 to the Italian town of Riccione the heads of the towns AN Pakhomov and Daniele Imola signed an Agreement on Twinning between the resort town of Anapa and the town of Riccione.

Tuapse had been cooperating with the French twin town of Agen for 32 years in 2008.  Cooperation between the towns is developing in the humanitarian, cultural and sporting fields: within the framework of held bilateral visits have been signed protocols of intention in the tourist sphere, agricultural production, the hotel industry and education, and meetings have been organised for Tuapse school children with their peers in the Agen college, where the young people were able to talk in French.  In April-May 2008 Agen was visited by a children’s football team from Tuapse.  Among 16 youth teams from England, Germany, France and Spain the Tuapse team took third place.

The town of Agen has twinning links with the German town of Dinslaken, Spanish Toledo, and American Corpus Christi.  At each joint forum the people of Tuapse have the opportunity to share experience with these towns.  The people of Agen are expressing their readiness to support all possible contacts with them.  This includes examination of the prospect of extending international links.

Sochi, in developing international cooperation, including with its twin towns, is carrying out the following international programmes: Culture Dialogue; Summer Language Camp; Development of Subtropical Cultures; A Step towards the Future; International School of Mutual Relations; International Art in Sochi; and International Sporting Tournament.

Inter-university cooperation in the field of tourism is developing between Sochi (Krasnaya Polyana) and the French resort town of Les Houches.  Three students from the Institute of Tourism in Sochi completed placements in the Tourism Office of Les Houches, from 15 January to 15 April 2008.  In as much as the partnership between Les Houches and Krasnaya Polyana is based on cooperation in the field of tourism, the inter-university cooperation noted will be developed in this sphere.

The municipality of Krasnodar Region is not lagging behind the major towns in the region.  In October 2008 the Administration of Slavyanskii District and Sakskaya regional state administration of the Autonomous Republic of Crimea signed a Contract of Friendship and Cooperation.

Krimskii District as part of development of relations with the Republic of Moldova plans to carry out an investment project to set up an ethnic Moldovan village in the village of Moldavanskii in Krimskii District.  Today work has already begun on documentation of the site.

In addition, during a meeting with representatives of the Embassy of the Republic of Bulgaria an oral agreement was made on exchange of tourist groups between Bulgaria and Krimskii District.  There is a possibility that Bulgarian tourist homes will be built.

Work has been started at the level of social organisations (Krasnodar regional social organisation Sodeistvie in the town of Krimsk, the regional social organisation Assistance in developing culture of Central Asian nations, in Krasnodar) on development of twin town relationships with Uzbekistan, Kazakhstan and Turkmenistan with the aim of organising ethnic tourism as one of the areas of economic and cultural activity of the municipality.

It is also worth noting an important event in the life of municipalities all over the world: from 12 to 16 November under the aegis of the Management of the International Relations of the Administration of the town in Sochi took place the XX Anniversary General Assembly of the International Association of Peace Messenger Cities, of which Sochi is a member.  During the Assembly representatives of the envoy cities of the world made presentations of their towns, went on several excursions, and also took part in several meetings aimed at strengthening business and partnership relations between the peace messenger cities.
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